Award Given 


To Folksinger 


Interior Secretary Stewart 
L. Udall yesterday presented 
the Department’s conservation 
service award to folksinger 
Woodrow W. (Woody) Guthrie, 
composer of “This Land Is 
Your Land” and other songs. 

In addition, Udall said, a 
Bonneville Power Administra- 
tion substation in the Pacific 
Northwest is being named the 
“Woody Guthrie Substation.” 

In an accompanying citation, 
the Secretary said, “yours was 
not a passing comment on the 
beauties of nature, but a liv- 
ing, breathing, singing force 
in our struggle to use our 
land and save it, too.” Because 
Guthrie has been hospitalized 
for many years, members of 
his family accepted the award. 
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By Leroy Aarons 

Washington Post Staff Writer 



You have been taught to 
call me by the , name of 
poet, but I [am, no more of . 
a poet than you are. . . . 
All I am is just sort of a 
clerk and climate tester, 
and my workshop is the 
sidewalk, your street, and 

your field, your highway 

and your buildings. . . . So 
let me call you the poet 
and you the singer, because 
you : will read this with 
more song in your voice 
than I will. ' 


— Woody .Guthrie in his 
..autobiography, “ Born 
to Win.” 


It took a long time, but they 
gave Woody Guthrie his due 
yesterday in the big Interior 
Department Auditorium. 

Most of the people there 
had come to watch Stewart 





Udall give out 44. awards at 
the Department’s 32d Annual 
Honor Awards Convocation, 
and though .they had heard 
songs like “This Land is Your 
Land,” and “So Long, It’s 
Been Good to Know , You,” 
many of them had never 
heard of the man who had 
put them down on paper. 

Then, at the end, Udall got 
up and announced a special 
Conservation Service Award 
to Woodrow W. Guthrie, who 
in 1947 went out to the 
Pacific Northwest where they 
were building the Grand 
Coulee and Bonneville dams 
and wrote 26 songs celebrat- 
ing the fact. They played 
Woodie’s songs, like “Roll On 
Columbia,” over the loud- 
speakers at meetings to sell 
bonds to carry the high lines 
from the dams to the little 
towns. 

It was a happy day all | 


around, except that Woodie 
couldn’t be there. For the last 
15 years he’s been confined to 
a hospital bed. with 4 disease 
that will eventually take his 
life. He is at Brooklyn (N.Y.) 
State Hospital. •• 

But his wife, Marjorie, was 
there, and his sons Arlo and 
Joady and his daughter Nora', 
Arlp, a professional folksinger, 
sang some of his father’s songs 
along with Charles Purdue, a 
Government geologist, and his 
wife, Nan. And Udall an- 
nounced that a substation out 
at Bonneville would be named 
after Woody. 

Mrs. Udall said later that 
Woody, now 53, is virtually 
paralyzed — he can’t stand, 
read or write or even hold a 
cigarette, and he has to be fed. 
But he can listen and moye his 
hand a little or his eyelids to 
communicate. 

“When we told him about 


the award on Sunday, his eyes 
opened wide and he glowed,” 
she said. “And we all teased 
him about it.” 

Guthrie was bom in Okla- 
homa, and grew up with a feel- 
ing for people and a love pf 
the land that took him all ovfer 
the' country, through the dust 
bowls of the Southwest, the 
vineyards of California and 
the big cities of the East, writ- 
ing at least a thousand songs 
about what he saw along the 
way. 

In recent years his name 
and his music have become 
something of a cult for young 
singers, people like Bob Dy- 
lan, who incorporated much 
of Guthrie’s style. 

Yesterday’s award was ihe 
first formal recognition of 
Woody’s lifetime work, Mrs. 
Guthrie said. 



